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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention 
was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 7-11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,697,840 (Godefroid et al), U.S. Patent No. 6,750,881 (Appelman), and 
"Sanns Teach Yourself America Online in 10 Minutes" by Gene Steinberg, hereinafter Steinberg. 

Referring to claims 1 and 7-9, Godefroid discloses in column 5: lines 49-62 a method for 
interaction within a collaborative environment or user space wherein "[u]sers may initiate a 
collaborative communication session, invite others to join an existing session, request to 
participate in an existing session, accept or decline others' requests to join a session, or leave a 
session." Godefroid further explains in this section that customized admission control policies 
may require a session initiator's consent or consent of the majority before a user can join a 
particular collaborative communication session. Such policies inherently require that one or 
more session participants be notified when the user requests to join a particular user space. 
Godefroid, however, fails to disclose storage means for storing at least one list of users 
associated with the user space wherein the list is generated by the first user and includes at 
least one of a second user denied admission to the user space and a second user granted 
admission to the user space. Godefroid also fails to disclose determining means for 
determining whether the second user is denied admission to the user space or granted 
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admission to the user space based on the list of users stored in the storage means. Appelman, 
however, discloses in column 2: line 47 through 3: line 63 a Buddy List system wherein one or 
more user lists are stored in a database structure. Appelman further discloses in column 5: 
lines 23-49 two types of user-designated lists for restricting communication between a first user 
and a second user. Said communication can comprise "Buddy Chat Invitations" or other 
requests to enter a virtual user space. The first type of list allows the second user to contact the 
first user only if the second user's name appears on a list of pemnitted users. The second type 
allows the second user to contact the first user only if the second user's name does not appear 
on a list of non-permitted users. The two lists are mutually exclusive and advantageously 
provide an extended degree of privacy to the first user. Accordingly, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
aforementioned teachings of Appelman with Godefroid's invention. In such a combination, 
users of Godefroid's invention would still be able to request to join an existing session and 
accept or decline others' requests to join a session as discussed above. Additionally, users 
already in an existing session would now have the added benefit of only being bothered by 
requests to join the session if the requesting user is on the list of permitted users or not on the 
list of non-permitted users. Finally, one would have been motivated to do this in order to 
increase privacy for users of Godefroid's invention as suggested by Appelman. Furthermore. 
Godefroid and Appelman fail to explicitly teach a list of predetennined spatial locations in the 
virtual user space being further stored, where the list of predetermined spatial locations is 
designated by the first user. Steinberg teaches the use and features of the America Online 
(AOL) program, identical to the online system of Appelman, who teaches the use of a favorite 
places list at col. 6, lines 44-51. Steinberg also teaches a list of predetermined spatial locations 
in the virtual user space being further stored, where the list of predetermined spatial locations is 



Application/Control Number: 10/016,566 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2173 

designated by the first user, taught as the ability to store URLs and AOL locations in a "Favorite 
Places" list, at page 21. The user has the ability to add any location in the virtual space that is 
designated by a "heart icon", which can be seen in relation to the displayed chat room window 
of page 100, and also related to an online message board, as seen in pages 90-92. Chat rooms 
and message boards are two well-known virtual spaces, where users come together to interact 
through the sharing of text and other relevant media. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Godefroid and Appelman before him at 
the time the invention was made to modify the favorite places list of Appelman to include the 
chat room and message board virtual spaces as taught by Steinberg. One would be motivated 
to make such a combination as Appelman and Steinberg teach identical online software. 

Referring to claim 2, Godefroid's notifying means must inherently comprise at least one 
of a visual and an audio notification to a first user. Without such the first user would not be able 
to respond to requests from a second user to participate in a collaborative communication 
session. 

Referring to claim 13, Godefroid fails to disclose storing a list of predetermined user- 
designated spatial locations and placing the list in the virtual space in response to instructions 
from the user. Appelman, however, discloses in column 6: lines 44-51 a method of sharing a 
user's favorite places with other users of the system. The method comprises the steps of 
selecting from a list of favorite places and sending invitations for each favorite place to the 
desired users. The user is thus placing a list of designated spatial locations into the virtual 
space. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to share favorite places as taught by Appelman in combination with the 
teachings of Godefroid so that users with similar interests can share information that they may 
find to be useful or interesting as suggested by Appelman. Steinberg teaches the use and 
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features of the America Online (AOL) program, identical to the online system of Appelman, who 
teaches the use of a favorite places list at col. 6, lines 44-51 . Steinberg also teaches a list of 
predetermined spatial locations in the virtual user space being further stored, where the list of 
predetermined spatial locations is designated by the first user, taught as the ability to store 
URLs and AOL locations in a "Favorite Places" list, at page 21. The user has the ability to add 
any location in the virtual space that is designated by a "heart icon", which can be seen in 
relation to the displayed chat room window of page 100, and also related to an online message 
board, as seen in pages 90-92. Chat rooms and message boards are two well-known virtual 
spaces, where users come together to interact through the sharing of text and other relevant 
media. 

Referring to claims 10 and 11, Appelman, as discussed above, discloses in column 5: 
lines 23-49 two types of user-designated lists for restricting communication between a first user 
and a second user. Said communication can comprise "Buddy Chat Invitations" or other 
requests to enter a virtual user space. The first type of list allows the second user to contact the 
first user only if the second user's name appears on a list of permitted users. The second type, 
vice-versa, allows the second user to contact the first user only if the second user's name does 
not appear on a list of non-permitted users. The two lists are mutually exclusive and 
advantageously provide a degree of privacy to the first user. 

Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,697,840 (Godefroid et al), U.S. Patent No. 6,750,881 (Appelman), and Steinberg 
as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,212,548 (DeSimone 
et al). 
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Referring to claims 5 and 12, Godefroid, Appelman and Steinberg fail to disclose 
requiring certain entry information by the second user to allow the second user to gain access to 
a user space occupied by the first user. DeSimone, however, discloses in column 15: lines 1-12 
a system and method in which access to a user space is restricted according to entry 
information provided by a second user. DeSimone explains in this section that passwords or 
other keywords may be required before a request for entry to a user space will be honored. The 
second user, furthermore, could only be aware of said entry information if a first user already 
occupying the user space distributed the information via some sort of prescreening process as 
disclosed in column 14: lines 62-67. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to require certain entry information distributed 
by the first user to the second user to allow the second user to gain access to a user space 
occupied by the first user as taught by DeSimone in combination with the teachings of 
Godefroid, Appelman, and Steinberg. It would have been advantageous to do this because it 
increases the privacy of the user space as suggested by DeSimone in column 14: lines 51-54. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 7-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant argues that both Godefroid and 
Appelman fail to teach storing a list of predetermined spatial locations in the virtual user space, 
where the list of predetermined spatial locations is designated by the first user. While Appelman 
teaches the storing of a predetermined list of Internet locations such as URLs, but fails to 
explicitly teach a list of predetermined spatial locations such as chat rooms and message 
boards. As stated above, Steinberg teaches a list of predetermined spatial locations in the 
virtual user space being further stored, where the list of predetermined spatial locations is 



Application/Control Number: 10/016,566 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2173 

designated by the first user, taught as the ability to store URLs and AOL locations in a "Favorite 
Places" list, at page 21. The user has the ability to add any location in the virtual space that is 
designated by a "heart icon", which can be seen in relation to the displayed chat room window 
of page 100, and also related to an online message board, as seen in pages 90-92. Chat rooms 
and message boards are two well-known virtual spaces, where users come together to interact 
through the sharing of text and other relevant media. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael Roswell whose telephone number is (571) 272-4055. The 
examiner can nomnally be reached on 8:30 - 6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael Roswell 
2/15/2006 




